
WILDLIFE biologist and self-described 
“petrel-head” Cam Speedy recently 
visited Gisborne to talk to Gisborne 
fishermen about an initiative to help save 
New Zealand seabirds from the hazard of 
longlines. 

The workshop was part of a series held 
around the country. The aim is to educate 
inshore commercial and recreational 
fishers about the issue of fishing-related 
seabird injuries or death.

The New Zealand-based initiative 
has run for about 12 years. It aims to 
bypass a one-size-fits-all, compliance 
culture “where you crack a nut with 
a sledgehammer” and to encourage a 
culture of co-operation through tailored 
solutions.    

“We’re not telling people what to do, 
only how they can do it,” said Mr Speedy.

“If they understand how seabirds are 
important to New Zealand conservation it 
gives them a different perspective.”   

It was about a change in culture, he 
said.

One endangered seabird is the black 
petrel. Habitat loss due to forestry, 
human habitation and predation means 
black petrels now only breed on Great 
Barrier Island in the Hauraki Gulf. 
Breeding begins around October. 

“They forage further afield in February 
which brings them to places like Ranfurly 
Banks,” said Mr Speedy.

Ranfurly Banks is a location familiar to 
Gisborne fishing boats. Only about 1500 
black petrel breeding pairs are left in the 
world and they are aggressive in their 
search for food which means they are 
attracted to bait on longlines. 

“Fishermen in Gisborne interact with 
petrels. They need to know the breeding 
season,” Mr Speedy said.  

Another at-risk seabird in Gisborne’s 
fishing zone is the flesh-footed 
shearwater which looks like the black 
petrel but has pink feet.  

About 20,000 pairs were still in 
existence but the population trend was 
travelling in the wrong direction, says Mr 
Speedy.

“We’re not saying fishermen are to 
blame. Oil exploration and spills, the 
big storms we get with climate change 
impact the black petrel population. But 
one of the greatest threats now is fishing. 
The interaction between fishermen and 
seabirds is an issue for petrels now.

“If fishermen understand how 
seabirds are important to New Zealand 
conservation, it gives them a different 
perspective.” 

 The aim of the workshops is to educate 
inshore commercial fishers about the 
issue of fishing-related seabird injuries or 
death. But fishermen sometimes turned 
up to workshops grumpy “and with arms 
folded”, Mr Speedy said.

“After an hour though they say ‘this 
is interesting’. After five hours they say 
‘this is awesome.’

“We craft solutions for their boat. They 
say ‘you’re not giving us the bash.’

“Fishermen know the birds more than 
most people. They don’t  fully understand 
the whole seabird picture. We fill in the 
gaps and join the dots.”

by Mark Peters

HARM-REDUCTION TECHNIQUE: Weighted long lines help sink baits quickly, hopefully before seabirds can dive for them and 
risk getting hooked. 

Pictures courtesy of Southern Seabirds Solutions

CARE NEEDED: Not endangered but at risk in Gisborne’s 
fishing zone is the flesh-footed shearwater. 

HUNGRY BIRDS: The black petrel is an endangered seabird, 
and an aggressive feeder.

• Streamer (or tori) lines. Brightly coloured streamers attached to 
lengths of rope  which are towed behind longline vessels during line 
setting deter seabirds from attacking baited hooks. North Atlantic trials of 
tori lines showed a 98 percent reduction in seabird bycatch.

• Keep on-board bait hidden.
• Weighted lines help sink baits quickly. A collaborative effort between 

New Zealand fishermen and scientists found lead beads woven into the 
line had a two-fold benefit. It saved fishermen from the time-consuming 
alternative of attaching heavy weights one by one as they set the line. It 
also resulted in a 94 percent to 99 percent reduction in the catch of white-
chinned petrels.

• Night-setting requires no modification of the fishing gear. Setting lines 
at night avoids periods when most seabirds are out foraging.

• Side-setting breaks with the tradition of line-setting from the stern of a 

boat. Lines set from the side of the vessel reduce the danger to seabirds 
because birds are unwilling to forage for bait close to the side of a vessel.

•  When New Zealand deep-sea trawlers’ trawl cables proved a danger to 
offal-chasing seabirds, one observer developed the Brady Bird Baffler that 
creates a “fence” to keep seabirds away from the danger-zone. 

•  Blue bait such as dyed squid shows promise as an effective 
mitigation technique blue-dyed device. Blue dyed fish seems to be less 
effective. 

Further information is available from the Southern Seabird Solutions 
Trust, an alliance between the New Zealand fishing industry, government, 
Te Ohu Kaimoana and WWF-New Zealand. The trust works hand in hand 
with commercial fishermen and recreational anglers to help reduce 
seabird captures.  Contact www.southernseabirds.org.

Some ways of reducing the harm

Chance to check 
out Sisterson’s 

A working bee and walk event 
at Sisterson’s Lagoon in 
Matawhero is planned 
for  February 15.

Sisterson’s Lagoon 
is an example of 
how horticulture is 
connected to a wetland 
restoration project 
with neighbouring 
cropping on either 
side. 

These 
landowners have 
an awareness 
of the ecological 
values as they 
are involved with 
the project.  Their workers get 
involved with mulching, weeding 
and planting. Ravensdown 

fertiliser are also supporting the 
wetland with their operations. 

Resource publications that can 
assist landowners or interested 

groups who wish to 
establish wetlands 
are Working 
with Wetlands in 
Hawke’s Bay and 
the East Coast 
and Streamside 
Planting Guide, 
both available 
from DOC or 
GDC. 

For further 
information 
about the 

February 
15 event, contact 
Tui Foster, Project Co-ordinator 
Ph-8676716, e-mail tmfoster@
clear.net.nz

by Mark Peters
Open days at the Tairawhiti Environment 

Centre gardens are held on the second 
Saturday of every month from 10am to 2pm.  
   Members of the public are invited to visit 
the centre at 56 Ballance Street, and learn 
more about what they can do in their own 
gardens. 

For more 
information on 
open days and 
workshops 
contact 
Tairawhiti 
Environment 
Centre on 867 
4708 or email 
tairawhitienvcentre@
gmail.com. 

February 22 — Seed saving workshop, 

12pm to 2pm. Koha.
 March 8 — Open day at the Gardens, 

10am to 2pm.
  March 29 — Compost workshop, 10am to 

12pm. Koha.
   April 5 — Harvest celebration picnic day, 

10am to 2pm.
   April 12 — Open day at the Gardens, 

10am to 2pm.
                  

 — Preparing garden beds for 
winter, 10am to 12pm. Koha.

— Green cleaning 
workshop, 2pm to 3pm. 
Koha.

   May 10 — Open 
day at the Gardens, 
10am to 2pm.

                  — How to grow garlic, 
      12pm to 2pm.  

           Koha.

Environment Centre 
calendar of events
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