Did You Know?



When the family moved into the
house, the lions which are now
guarding the front door were not
yet placed. The lions were hand
carved by a Norwegian stone
mason named Knute Steine.
R. B. Hinkly designed the lions
for him to carve.



R. B. Hinkly served as one of the
founders of the Rock County
Bank. That institution continues
to operate in Luverne today as
Minnwest Bank. Minnwest Bank
continues the tradition of caring
for this beautiful home by
supporting its preservation efforts
through
financial
contributions and
volunteer help.



Ray Hinkly was a direct descendent of Governor Thomas Hinkly.
Governor Thomas Hinkly directed
Plymouth Colony from 1681 to
1692.
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History of the Hinkly House
The House

The Family

The house was built by R.B. Hinkly in 1892. It is a

Ray Benjamin Hinkly, R.B., was born to Dr. Benjamin H.

Laura, the eldest child, attended Wellesley College and
married John Connell, a pharmacist,
who owned the Connell Drug Store.
She died in 1958.

four-story, twelve-room house with a Queen Anne design. It is

Hinkly and Emma Bryant in Clermont, Iowa, on July 24, 1860. R.B. was

made of random coursed rock faced with local Sioux Quartzite

the oldest of three sons. He attended Oberlin College and then the

from Mr. Hinkly’s own quarry. Sioux Quartzite is one of the

University of Michigan. He came to Luverne in 1882 and served as a

child, attended the University of

hardest rocks known to man.

cashier of the Rock County Bank in Luverne, later becoming the

Michigan and settled in San Benito,

president of the bank. Four months after opening the Rock County

Texas, where he was involved in

house, you will notice the name HINKLY in a panel of stained

Bank, he returned to Clermont to marry schoolmate sweetheart Mary

banking, real estate and produce

glass above the entrance. If you glance down to the floor in the

(May) Harrington.

ranching. He died in 1939.

When you approach the double front doors of the

foyer, you will see the word WELCOME in the pattern of the

May was born in Grafton,

William, the second-oldest

Harry attended local

oak parquet floor. R.B. designed these and helped lay the pat-

Massachusetts, and was adopted by an aunt

schools and engaged in banking in

terns in the flooring, featuring maple, oak, birch, and pine.

and uncle at the age of four after her mother’s

Steen. As a teenager, he and his

death. They moved to Clermont, where her

younger brother were assigned the job of breaking horses on their

England are featured in the

uncle was a merchant. She attended the

father’s Mound farm. In 1919 he moved to San Benito, Texas,

main floor rooms. An owl

University of Wisconsin for three years prior

where he was a contractor and realtor. He died in 1964.

is depicted in the library

to her marriage. Mary was a petite,

while three panels above

soft-spoken, gentle, patient, well-read and

As a young boy, he went to work at his father’s brick yard. He was

the dining room windows display beautiful assorted fruits.

caring person. She enjoyed sketching, music, and traveling, and was

voted the manager of the plant at the age of sixteen and held that

involved in activities at the Luverne Trinity Episcopal Church, which

post for the next twelve years. He owned and operated the Hinkly

through the basement, originally extended

Ray built in 1891. May, as well as her mother-in-law, Emma, were in

Garage until health problems arose. He then became a partner with

out into the middle of the backyard as an

the vanguard of the movement for voting rights for women.

his father in the Hinkly Outdoor Advertising company. Shortly

Leaded or stained glass transoms imported from

A brick-lined tunnel, entered

Stanton, the youngest, lived in Luverne most of his life.

The Hinklys moved into their newly built house on November

after his father’s death, the business was sold. Stanton then went

dynamite sticks for blasting rock at the

11,1892. Ray and Mary had four children: Laura, William, Henry, and

into construction and owned the Hinkly Electrical Company. He

Mounds was stored in this cyclone cellar,

Stanton.

was an active member of the Commerce Association and was elected

escape in the event of a cyclone. At one time

while the fuses and caps were stored in a
closet in the library.
Mr. Hinkly was the first to have
a telephone in Luverne. He had lines run
between his home, bank, and farm at the
Mounds. He encouraged others to hook
into his lines. This was the start of
Luverne’s Enterprise Telephone
Company which was later sold to
Northwestern Bell.

to the City Council for twelve years. He also died in 1964.

