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Lebanese form human chain across the country in support of antigovernment protests 
  
Running from the north to the south of the country, tens of thousands of Lebanese formed a 
105-mile-long human chain, last Sunday. From Tripoli to Tyre, and running through the capital, 
Beirut, they joined hands amid mounting tensions in the midst of the protests that have been 
going on since October 17th. 
This manifestation’s goal was to show an image of a united Lebanon regardless of the sectarian 
affiliation of each individuals. The country has been known for its diversity but also for its high 
degree of communitarianism which has swollen in recent decades. 
Symbolizing a newfound national unity by bringing people together under the Lebanese flag, the 
success of this demonstration shows that democratic and inclusive citizen movements can have 
an impact. Indeed, the government of Lebanon has started proposing economic reforms and 
appears willing to reshuffle the government. However, Lebanese expect a broader overhaul of 
the political system. 
  
To go deeper 
  
From Tripoli to Tyre, Lebanese protesters form human chain across the country, France 24 
In pictures: Lebanese form a human chain to support protests, Gulf News 
Lebanon Protests Unite Sects in Demanding New Government, The NYT 
  
  
Canadian tiny-homes village to house homeless veterans 
  
In Canada, today, a village made of tiny houses was inaugurated in the Calgary region. Such 
communities of small houses have flourished elsewhere in Canada as a way to fight against 
homelessness. However, the tiny village opening in Calgary is a special one: it is the first ever 
dedicated specifically to veterans. 
There are about 3,500 Canadian veterans living off the streets and more who are going through 
hard times. For former military personnel, it can be harsh to come back to normal civilian life, 
especially when having participated in overseas operation which can result in a number of 
physical and psychological scars. 
The Homes for Heroes Foundation, which hatched this project, planned everything so that the 
veterans who start living here have every service they need to be reintegrated into normal 
civilian life. The village is made up of 15 tiny houses under 300 square feet, around an open 
green space, with a resource center, a counsellor’s office, and a suite specifically for visiting 
family members. 
  
To go deeper 

https://www.france24.com/en/20191027-lebanese-protesters-form-human-chain-across-the-country
https://gulfnews.com/photos/news/in-pictures-lebanese-form-a-human-chain-to-support-protests-1.1572254405547?slide=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/23/world/middleeast/lebanon-protests.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/tiny-homes-perth-lanark-county-1.5218183
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/tiny-homes-perth-lanark-county-1.5218183


  
A village of tiny houses was built to provide homeless veterans with a fresh start, CTV News 
Tiny homes for homeless youth, CBC 
Understanding Veteran homelessness, Canadian government 
 
 
Researchers have developed a new technology to produce a ‘clean gas’ 
 
Researchers have developed an ‘artificial leaf’ that can produce Syngas, a widely-used 
petro-product, that could lead to a liquid fuel alternative to fossil fuels.  
At the University of Cambridge, researchers demonstrated that their “Artificial Leaf” can produce 
the synthetic gas using sunlight, even under cloudy conditions. 
Unlike the industrial processes, the artificial leaf does not release any extra carbon dioxide into 
the atmosphere, and it’s effectiveness means that it can be deployed all around the world.  
The device was inspired by the photosynthetic process and uses water, sunlight, and the 
element cobalt to transform water into the syngas mixture.  
Syngas is a major component of most household products that rely on some form of petroleum, 
including pharmaceuticals.  
“Being able to produce it sustainable would be a critical step in closing the global carbon cycle 
and establishing a sustainable chemical and fuel industry,” said senior author of the research 
Professor Erwin Resiner. 
This device is a big building block in the transition towards a sustainable liquid fuel which allow 
us to continue using cars and traditional infrastructure without continuing to pollute the 
environment.  
This device was primarily funded by OMV, an Austrian Petrochemical company, to make its 
supply chain more sustainable. 
Hopefully this development, along with the ELYSIS system, signal that more sectors of heavy 
industry will be transitioning away from fossil fuel dependent supply chains. 
 
To go deeper 
'Artificial leaf' successfully produces clean gas - Science Daily  
'Artificial leaf' successfully produces clean gas - Cambridge University Press 
Bias-free solar syngas production by integrating a molecular cobalt catalyst with 
perovskite–BiVO4 tandems - Nature 
 
Toronto garbage truck to be powered through biogas collected from food scraps 
 
A very Canadian newsletter today. An innovative initiative in Toronto aims to produce natural, 
biogas energy from the food scraps garbage trucks collect. The entire program is expected to 
save 9,000 tons of CO2 from heading out into the atmosphere. Below is a diagram from the city 
of Toronto in order to better understand the process. The gas, named “renewable natural gas” 
or “RNG” can also be used to heat homes. This is absolutely fundamental in a country like 
Canada, where the cold winters require a large energy consumption for heating purposes.  

https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/a-village-of-tiny-houses-was-built-to-provide-homeless-veterans-with-a-fresh-start-1.4659926
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/tiny-homes-perth-lanark-county-1.5218183
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/housing-and-home-life/at-risk-housing/homeless
https://www.elysis.com/en
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/10/191021111826.htm
https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/artificial-leaf-successfully-produces-clean-gas
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41563-019-0501-6
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41563-019-0501-6


 

 
 
To go deeper  
 
Toronto Garbage Trucks Will Soon Be Powered by Biogas From the Very Food Scraps That 
They Collect- The Good News Network 
Turning Waste into Renewable Natural Gas- City of Toronto 
 

https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/toronto-garbage-trucks-powered-by-biogas-from-food-scraps/
https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/toronto-garbage-trucks-powered-by-biogas-from-food-scraps/
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/recycling-organics-garbage/solid-waste-facilities/renewable-natural-gas/

