
Upper Elementary 
Week of August 26th



Spanish

On Monday, our class enjoyed meeting our new Spanish teacher, Ms. Adriana.  The class practiced greetings and 
basic, getting-to-know-you conversational topics, en español, por supuesto !



Reading

In Reading, we learned how to “leave tracks” behind as we read by 
stopping to jot or stopping to sketch.  We practiced leaving tracks 

in our reading notebooks, as well as on sticky notes that we placed 
right into our books.  Students also practiced making predictions, 

connections, and asking questions as they read.



Writing
This week we learned about the Writing Process.  So far, the strategies that we’ve practiced as writers have 

helped us in the prewriting stage, particularly with generating ideas.  Next week, we’ll learn how to plan our 
writing in different ways, before we get ready to start drafting personal narratives, our first writing piece.  



Word Study
Last week, students took a spelling inventory to help place them into an appropriate word study group.  

Students received their first word sorts to begin working with on Monday.



Social Studies
After watching the news, with highlights on Hurricane Dorian and an update on the wildfires in South America,  
Upper Elementary students practiced building their U.S. and world maps, aiming to beat their personal times 

from the week prior.  Students held conversations about the locations of states and continents, as well as ways 
to remember the shapes of states (Louisiana resembling a boot, for instance).  Next, our class learned about
landforms. Students built 3D landforms out of playdough.  Our class also listened to the speeches of Galdia

presidential and mayoral candidates, and elected their leaders on Thursday.  These students will work together 
to create a constitution in the coming weeks.



Science.

In Science, students observed their second clue for our “mystery.”  We 

then continued with our study of space, learning about the order of the 

planets, and the asteroid belt which separates our inner and outer 

planets.  The class worked to create their own pneumonic devices for 

remembering the order of the planets.  Each student then selected 

space books of various topics to become “experts” on.  They created 

“news broadcasts” of the information that they learned and shared 

them at morning meeting the following day.



Math
Students began working in their math groups this week!  Some students focused on place value and 

computation, while others worked on decimals, estimation, and rounding.



Sustainability
This week, students had their first official Sustainability class with Ms. Kathleen.  Students learned about 

waste and organic matter.  They were also reminded of the proper way to care for our chickens!

On Tuesday, September 3rd, students will walk to Flat Iron in the afternoon with Ms. Kathleen. Upper
Elementary will be “renovating” Flat Iron’s garden, working to create an herb/pollinator garden to serve as 

inspiration for diners and passersby to create their own gardens at home.  Students will be gathering 
information on Tuesday afternoon, taking measurements, determining aspect, and figuring out how much sun 

the plot receives.



Engineering
Upper El enjoyed their Monday afternoon with Mr. Ed!  Students took the time to develop definitions for 
“science” and “engineering” and looked at both through the lens of solving a simple problem with limited 

materials.  The objective was initially to fit a quarter through a dime-sized hole, which graduated to 
determining the largest object we could fit through an index card.  The class learned that depending on how 

the card is cut and manipulated, an object much larger than the card (up to a whole person!) can pass through 
the boundaries with the card being folded back into its original dimensions.   



Monday’s beautiful trip to the library…



Smoothies 
were a hit.  
Thanks for 
sending in 

your child’s 
ingredient!



“Uniquely Me” Posters



Friday
Yoga with

Ms.
Jennifer!



Drama with 
Ms. Maya!







Reminders:
• Monday, September 2nd:  Labor Day– NO SCHOOL!
• Tuesday, September 3rd: Walking Field Trip to Flat Iron
• ALSO TUESDAY-- Shannon Hale and LeUyen Pham, the author and illustrator 

of graphic novels Real Friends and Best Friends will be at Main Street Books 
for a discussion and signing. 
https://www.mainstreetbooksdavidson.com/events/2019/9/3/shannon-hale-and-leuyen-pham

• Monday, September 9th: Next class walk to the library
• Thursday, September 19th at 5:00 PM- First School Social… location TBA!
• Monday, September 30th-Tuesday, October 1st- Rosh Hashanah– NO SCHOOL!

https://www.mainstreetbooksdavidson.com/events/2019/9/3/shannon-hale-and-leuyen-pham

