
Upper Elementary 
Week of August 20th



Hopes and Dreams

Upper El students took time this week to write about their hopes and dreams for the coming school year.  They 
wrote about their academic goals as well as non-academic goals. We will share these with you at our first

conference!



Classroom Cohesion

We’ve enjoyed learning about the 4 components of Morning 
Meeting this week.  Students greet each other daily.  We then 

discuss the news and events for the day, as well as anything else 
they’d like to chat about.  We make time for sharing and a daily 
activity.  Students also began working on their “Uniquely Me” 

posters, and they shared “Me Bags” with their classmates.  



Business!

Upper El students spent part of their week labeling their supplies, creating their name rocks, and becoming
acquainted with their new classroom space!



Reading

This week, we worked as a class to begin establishing expectations for Reading Workshop.  We learned about the 
importance of previewing a book and how to determine if it is a “Just Right” book for us.  We also learned how 

important it is to pay attention to the thinking voice inside of our heads as we read.  We enjoyed a few short read 
alouds this week, as well as “book shopping” in our classroom library and filling our book boxes.



Writing
Our class began brainstorming the many different types of writing that we do in our lives.  We also made a page 
in our notebooks helpful for generating ideas, where we listed things we love and do not love.  We composed a 
daily journal entry from the perspective of a primary student, assessing their first day of school.  Students also 

composed their first on-demand piece of writing, describing a memorable moment from their summer.



Social Studies
Upper El enjoyed watching the news (which we’ll aim to watch on Mondays and Thursdays).  We also held an 
important conversation about Galdia, the micronation we formed last year.  Students determined what steps 
needed to be taken in order to get our micronation up and running this year.  Their plan is to restructure the 
government and to elect new officials next week.  Some students will be independently working on a speech!  

After Galdia conversations, we acquainted ourselves with maps of the world as well as the U.S.  



Science.

In Science, our class had fun observing the first of many “weekly clues” they’ll receive to determine a mystery 

message.  As scientists, they’re using their observational skills, but they’re also asking questions and making 

logical predictions.  We then embarked on our study of space!  Students read about the planets and watched an 

informative video before choosing a single planet to research and create a pamphlet on.  They’ll continue with 

their research and their planet pamphlet projects into next week.



Math
Students worked on math placement packets this week to help me better understand what they know as

mathematicians, and where I can help take their learning this year.



Strategy Games
On Fridays, in addition to our Extended Work Cycle time, students will have the opportunity to enjoy some 

challenging strategy games.











We’ll begin Spanish, Engineering, and Sustainability next week, as 

well as music lessons!  See our music schedule below:
Monday Student Instrument Notes

8:00 – 8:30 Olivia Piano

8:30 – 9:00 Betsy Piano

9:00 – 9:30 Wyatt Piano

9:30 – 10:00 Primary group Exploratory Elsie, Noah, Valerie, 30 min Primary 3/4 group

10:00 – 10:30 K Group Exploratory Michael & Phillipp, 30 min Primary K group

10:30 – 1:30 BREAK

1:30 – 2:00 Tyson and Reeves Piano

2:00 – 2:15 Camryn Piano

2:15 – 2:30 Sydney Piano

2:30 – 2:45 Boaz Exploratory

2:45 – 3:15 Ellie Piano and Guitar

3:15 – 3:45 Alex Bass guitar

3:45 – 4:15 Canon & Theo Exploratory

Friday

10:20 – 10:50* Andrew Guitar *In makers space

10:50 – 11:20* Julian Guitar *In makers space

11:20 – 1:45 BREAK

1:45 – 2:15 Macy Exploratory

2:15 – 2:45 Connor Harmonica

2:45 – 3:15 Zachary Piano



Our Daily Schedule

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

8:45-9:15 Morning Meeting 8:45-9:15 Morning Meeting Yoga Morning Meeting Morning Meeting

9:15-9:30 News, Newsletter 9:15-11:15 Work Cycle

Math & Maker Space

Work Cycle

Math & Maker Space 

Work Cycle

Math & Maker Space 

Work Cycle

Math & Maker Space 

9:30-10:20 Spanish 11:15-12:15 Writing Workshop Reading Workshop Writing Workshop Reading Workshop

10:20-12:30

WS,

SS/Science,

Art & Culture

Library/ Reading Buddies

12:15-12:30 Read Aloud Read Aloud Read Aloud Read Aloud

12:30-1:15 Lunch 12:30-1:15 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

1:15-1:30 Peace Circle 1:15-1:30 Peace Circle Peace Circle Peace Circle Peace Circle

1:30-2:45 Engineering with Mr. Ed 1:30-2:45
Sustainability with Ms. 

Kathleen
Science Social Studies

Drama & Extended Work 

Cycle

2:45-3:00 Clean Up & Dismissal 2:45-3:00 Clean Up & Dismissal Clean Up & Dismissal Clean Up & Dismissal Clean Up & Dismissal



Smoothies
Students requested to make a 7-ingredient smoothie 

this coming Monday.  The 7 ingredients will 
represent the 7 members of our UE class!  Please see 
what they signed up for (pictured).  Please send your 
ingredient in so that it is “blender ready” and so that 
we do not need to prepare the fruit in any way. We

shouldn’t need more than 2 cups worth of each 
ingredient.  Thanks for your help with this!



Reminders:
• Monday, August 26th:  First class walk to Davidson Library!
• Monday, September 2nd:  Labor Day– NO SCHOOL!
• Thursday, September 19th at 5:00 PM- First School Social… location TBA!
• Monday, September 30th-Tuesday, October 1st- Rosh Hashanah– NO SCHOOL!

Reminders for our first walk to the library:
• Please have your child wear comfortable walking shoes and their DGS shirt (or a 

green shirt)
• Your child should bring their library card, any books they need to return or

renew, and a bag for carrying their books.
• We DO walk in the rain (but not if there is lightning).  If your child doesn’t have a 

rain jacket at school just yet, please check Monday’s weather.  Some students 
choose to bring umbrellas as well when rain is in the forecast.

• We’ll aim to be at the library from 11:30-12:30, but sometimes we go at another
time of day depending on weather.


