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The conviction of former Guatemalan dictator Efrain Rioss Montt is a historic moment at a time of struggling for 

justice and for all of those who have courageously respected, advocated and defended that right. 

On Friday May 10, the Guatemalan Court, Tribunal de sentencia de Mayor Riesgo A, determined that in Guatemala 

genocide and crimes against humanity have been committed against the Maya-Ixil population under the 

responsibility of the former de facto head of state Efrain Rios Montt, who was sentenced to 80 years in prison. It is 

also the first time that such a sentence has been laid down against a former Latin American dictator by a national 

court. 

The sentence materializes years of insistence and overcoming political and legal obstacles in order to give victims 

the right to have access to justice for massive and serious human rights violations. The hearings stirred up much 

interest and debate in Guatemalan society. More than 100 Ixil Mayan witnesses stood up and testified before the 

Court about massacres, torture and systematic sexual violence to which they themselves and their families had been 

subjected to, within the context of structural racism. The ruling is a response to the request of Benjamín Jerónimo, 

the president of the Association for Justice and Reconciliation (AJR) who requested the Court "that justice would be 

done for the murdered victims and for the survivors to find some peace and that they will be confident and have a 

new confidence in the authorities." 

The resolution has demonstrated the will and ability of the Public Prosecutors Office and the trial court to document, 

analyze and subsequently make decisions based on objective information in accordance with the applicable law. 

They have done so despite media pressure, information gaps and structural problems which were prevailing in the 

political and regulatory domain.  As such, this is an example of how justice should be the vehicle to generate social 

trust in the state. It can end violence, polarization and conflict. The Platform Against Impunity shares the Court's 

statement which says: "To have peace in Guatemala,  there must first be justice" because "applying justice is a right 

that helps the victims and it also benefits strengthening the rule of law in our country." 

We understand that the culmination of the trial does not conclude the genocide trial. Several procedural steps still 

need to be taken. We hope that all parties involved will attend to all of the stages to come, while observing the rules 

and seeking final judicial decisions based on the law and on justice, in the face of society and due process, 

considering it is of great importance to the country .  

It will also be essential that the Government and  Congress, in compliance with the principles of separation of 

powers and the rule of law, support the administration of justice and that the judicial decisions will be respected and 

adopted. By setting an example, they will encourage Guatemalan society to reflect democratic norms, so that truth 

and justice will become the pillars of a new way of living that can overcome the reasons for the conflict, which, 

today, still cause violence and impunity. 
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