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On the eve of International Women’s Day, Impunity Watch 
(IW) presented its report ‘Giving a voice to victims. Towards 
gender-sensitive processes of Truth, Justice, Reparation and 
Non-Recurrence in Guatemala’. Wilson De los Reyes, coor-
dinator of IW’s Guatemala office, emphasized Impunity 
Watch’s commitment to the improvement of the gender-
sensitivity of transitional justice processes, as a key aspect 
of making these processes more responsive to the needs of 
both men and women, and more accessible to them. This is 
essential in order to take advantage of the unique oppor-
tunity that a post-conflict situation offers to tackle the con-
tinuum of violence and transform unequal gender relations.  
During the discussion panel that followed, four experts dis-
cussed the report and the topic of the gender-sensitivity of 
transitional justice from various angles. 

 
Dora Estela Canás, from the Group of Family Members of 
Victims from Santa Lucía Cotzumalguapa – whose mem-
bers’ voices are reflected in the report – stressed the im-
portance of the fact that women, after a long process of 
survival and gradual organization, started talking about 
their own experiences, presenting their own version of his-
tory. This was confirmed by Ana Grace Cabrera, expert on 
‘women, peace and security’ from UN Women, who high-
lighted the importance of the inclusion of victim’s voices in 
Impunity Watch’s report, and moreover stressed the im-
portance of transformative reparations and restorative jus-
tice, which must  be built on women’s stories. 

 
Representing the male gender, but no less dedicated to 
justice for women and men, AJR member Benjamín Jeróni-
mo commented on the genocide case that is taken forward 
by AJR. It should be noted that sexual violence takes a 
prominent place in this case. Benjamín explained how diffi-
cult it was for women to come forward to declare on this 
crime, for fear of stigmatization by their own families and 
communities. In this sense, renowned feminist lawyer Ma-
ría Eugenia Solís stressed the need to create more solidarity 
for these women in their own communities, being an essen-
tial form of protection that is much needed in criminal jus-
tice processes in Guatemala. She moreover emphasized the 
need for the Guatemalan justice system to catch up with 
the international progress made in terms of justice for 
crimes against women, by the ICTY, ICTR and the Inter-
American Human Rights System. 

 
 
 
 

 

Impunity Watch (IW) is a Netherlands-based, international non-profit organisation seeking 
the reduction of impunity for past atrocities in post-conflict states by improving understand-
ing of why it persists, promoting more effective policy to challenge this, enhancing the voic-
es of affected groups and communities. 

iw-guatemala@impunitywatch.org 
www.impunitywatch.org 

  

The presentation 
finished in a festive 
way with a concert 
of Na’ik Madera, a 
group of women 
making music for 
women and men, 
contributing to 
different gender 
relations. 
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