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ABOUT THE PRODUCTION
Librarian Theatre's 'Rapid Retelling' of Henry V was originally launched in
2018 at the Bristol Shakespeare Festival. It is now available for
independent bookings anywhere in the UK (and overseas by arrangement).

Using only two actors, with an original score performed live by a musician,
the hour-long performance brings the Siege of Harfleur and the Battle of
Agincourt to life among the bookshelves of your local library.

To make things even more exciting, the casting is decided live on stage by
the flip of a coin, so not even the actors on stage know who is to play
King Henry V until the play has already begun.
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ABOUT THE COMPANY

Founded in 2015 by Tom Cuthbertson and Kelly EvaMay, Librarian Theatre is a not for profit company
(Ltd by guarantee) who support libraries and
communities around the UK by creating accessible,
affordable tours of innovative theatrical adaptations.

Previous Arts Council funded productions include
"The Book's the Thing" (a 'Rapid Retelling' of Hamlet),
a gender-switched adaptation of A Christmas Carol,
and original play Alice in the Cuckoo's Nest.

Pioneering outside the traditional stage environment
and into trusted local spaces, we work with an evergrowing network of library authorities and community
groups to reach thousands of new audience members.

ROBERTA ZURIC - DIRECTOR
Roberta is a freelance theatre

TOM CUTHBERTSON

director, and associate artist of
Incognito Theatre, Young Pleasance
Theatre and National Youth Theatre.
Alongside directing, Roberta is an
experienced facilitator and drama
teacher.

JOSHUA LUCAS - COMPOSER/MUSICIAN
Josh is a writer, performer, technician,
musician and animateur. He is coArtistic Director of Exeter-based
Running Dog Theatre. Other
collaborations include Wyldwood
Arts, Likely Story, Promenade
Promotions, and Jack Dean.

SARAH DICKS - DESIGNER
LISA CONNELL - FIGHT CHOREOGRAPHER

KELLY EVA-MAY
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ABOUT THE PLAY

Shakespeare's Henry V supposedly opened the newly-built Globe Theatre on
London’s Southbank in 1599. His King Henry was a welcomed heroic character,
valiantly fighting to empower his country. But we also find a King struggling
to deal with the guilt of his ancestors and the weight of responsibility.

Numerous productions highlight the play’s pro-war themes, which can seem
problematic to a modern audience. However, Shakespeare is more complex
than that and Henry V is as much anti-war as it is in favour. We were
interested in finding this duality in this production.

The play is the perfect example of imaginative story-telling; punctuated
regularly with the vivid narrative voice of the Chorus. From the off, the
players beg the audience to use their imagination:

"Think, when we talk of horses,
that you see them..."

In our version, we wanted to put the Chorus front and centre,
by stripping the play back to a cast of two with a musician who
will take you back in time to witness the Battle of Agincourt.
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SPACE

REQUIREMENTS

We require a minimum performance space of 5m x 5m, with room for audience
seating around three sides.
Seating does not need to be uniform; it may be comprised of chairs/sofas/soft
seating already present in the space (we do not provide our own seating).
We also require access to safe mains power. We will bring extension cords etc.
We are happy to assess and prepare the space on the day, but if you are unsure
please send photos/schematics of the space.

TIMINGS
Running time...........................................approx 70 mins
(no interval)
Get-in time.........................................................2 hours
(from initial arrival until show start)
Get-out time.........................................................1 hour
(from show finish to waving goodbye)

Library performances should be scheduled to take place
outside open hours. Where get-in times must overlap
with open hours, we do our best to minimise disruption.

PRICING
We are happy to consider box office splits case-by-case.

Our standard buyout fees for this production are as follows:

£ 600
performance.................................................... £ 900

Single performance.....................................................
Double

(two performances in the same day, in the same venue)
Six shows over six days.............................................

£ 2,400

Further discounts may be negotiable in rare circumstances.
These prices apply to venues on mainland Great Britain.
Please contact us for a quote regarding overseas bookings.

AUDIENCE

PARKING

Henry V is best suited for crowd nos of 30-60.

A parking permit should be prepared

It is suitable for audiences of all ages -

in advance (for 1x small van).

However please be advised there are several

Where onsite parking is unavailable

references to the violence of medieval war.

we will require access for loading.

CONTACT US
info@librariantheatre.com

www.librariantheatre.com
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