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Empathy 
You can sense the emotions of those around you. You can feel what they are feeling as 
though their feelings are your own. Intuitively, you are able to see the world through their 
eyes and share their perspective. You do not necessarily agree with each person’s 
perspective. You do not necessarily feel pity for each person’s predicament—this would be 
sympathy, not Empathy. You do not necessarily condone the choices each person makes, 
but you do understand. This instinctive ability to understand is powerful. You hear the 
unvoiced questions. You anticipate the need. Where others grapple for words, you seem to 
find the right words and the right tone. You help people find the right phrases to express 
their feelings—to themselves as well as to others. You help them give voice to their 
emotional life. For all these reasons other people are drawn to you.  

Adaptability 

You live in the moment. You don’t see the future as a fixed destination. Instead, you see it 
as a place that you create out of the choices that you make right now. And so you discover 
your future one choice at a time. This doesn’t mean that you don’t have plans. You 
probably do. But this theme of Adaptability does enable you to respond willingly to the 
demands of the moment even if they pull you away from your plans. Unlike some, you 
don’t resent sudden requests or unforeseen detours. You expect them. They are inevitable. 
Indeed, on some level you actually look forward to them. You are, at heart, a very flexible 
person who can stay productive when the demands of work are pulling you in many 
different directions at once.  

Input 

You are inquisitive. You collect things. You might collect information—words, facts, books, 
and quotations—or you might collect tangible objects such as butterflies, baseball cards, 
porcelain dolls, or sepia photographs. Whatever you collect, you collect it because it 
interests you. And yours is the kind of mind that finds so many things interesting. The 
world is exciting precisely because of its infinite variety and complexity. If you read a great 
deal, it is not necessarily to refine your theories but, rather, to add more information to 
your archives. If you like to travel, it is because each new location offers novel artifacts and 
facts. These can be acquired and then stored away. Why are they worth storing? At the time 
of storing it is often hard to say exactly when or why you might need them, but who knows 
when they might become useful? With all those possible uses in mind, you really don’t feel 
comfortable throwing anything away. So you keep acquiring and compiling and filing stuff 
away. It’s interesting. It keeps your mind fresh. And perhaps one day some of it will prove 
valuable. 
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Developer 

You see the potential in others. Very often, in fact, potential is all you see. In your view no 
individual is fully formed. On the contrary, each individual is a work in progress, alive with 
possibilities. And you are drawn toward people for this very reason. When you interact with 
others, your goal is to help them experience success. You look for ways to challenge them. 
You devise interesting experiences that can stretch them and help them grow. And all the 
while you are on the lookout for the signs of growth—a new behavior learned or modified, 
a slight improvement in a skill, a glimpse of excellence or of “flow” where previously there 
were only halting steps. For you these small increments—invisible to some—are clear signs 
of potential being realized. These signs of growth in others are your fuel. They bring you 
strength and satisfaction. Over time many will seek you out for help and encouragement 
because they know that your helpfulness is both genuine and fulfilling to you.  

Intellection 

You like to think. You like mental activity. You like exercising the “muscles” of your brain, 
stretching them in multiple directions. This need for mental activity may be focused; for 
example, you may be trying to solve a problem or develop an idea or understand another 
person’s feelings. The exact focus will depend on your other strengths. On the other hand, 
this mental activity may very well lack focus. The theme of Intellection does not dictate 
what you are thinking about; it simply describes that you like to think. You are the kind of 
person who enjoys your time alone because it is your time for musing and reflection. You 
are introspective. In a sense you are your own best companion, as you pose yourself 
questions and try out answers on yourself to see how they sound. This introspection may 
lead you to a slight sense of discontent as you compare what you are actually doing with all 
the thoughts and ideas that your mind conceives. Or this introspection may tend toward 
more pragmatic matters such as the events of the day or a conversation that you plan to 
have later. Wherever it leads you, this mental hum is one of the constants of your life. 

  

 

 


